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7 HE following Diſcourſes owe their birth not 


fo much to choice as chance. A certain teacher 


* 
* 
5 A 


among the METHODIST was led this laſt vin- 


ter, to try the ſucceſs of his preaching before the 
Untverfity of Cambridge. His Subject, the reader 


need hardly be told, was Juſtification. by Faith 


alone, without Works: in treating of which, 


he did ſo cry up the ſuperlative excellency of 


Faith, and did ſo run down all the poor preten- 


ces, which good Works could make for themſelves, 


and at proper intervals did ſo ſeaſonably intermix 


what he called his arguments with ſuch ſevere 
and cutting reflettions upon his brethren of the 
Clergy, as could not but adminiſter the moſt ſea 


ſonable correction and admonition to the more 


learned part of his audience, and afford the great- 


et edification and comfort to that mob of ruſtics 
which flocked to hear him from every quarter. 


The ludicrous refletions, that took place in the 
Author's mind on firſt hearing theſe ſtrange doc- 


#rines, ſoon gave way to others of a more ſerious 
a 2 nature 


lis PREFACE. 


nature. He now. began to look upon what- had 


| paſſed in a quite different light from that, in 
which it firſt appeared to him. He had heard the 
Clergy of the Church of England moſt injurioufly 
m ſrepreſented, and the whale body of the Univerfity 
perſonally inſulted to their face: Theſe were things, 


 aobich, as a Miniſter of one, and a Member of the 


_ other, he could but ill digeſt; and fuch an effe A 


| theſe conſiderations had upon him, as to urge or 


rather provoke him to enter the liſts himſelf a- 


gat nſt this formidable advocate of modern Metho- 
diſm, and, to endeavour, in the following three 


Diſcourſes, to reſcue the Subject of Juſtification 
by Faith from the diſhonours, which he conceiv- 
ed were put upon it by this unfair and uncandid 
adverſary. 

The ſame conſiderations, which then prevai ted 
upon him to preach, have, added to others of @ 
more private nature, now prevailed upon him 
to publiſh his Diſcourſes ; not, be aſſures the 


world, out of a fond hope of their having any 


good effect upon the perſons and doctrines here ex- 
| "poſed, — alas ! be knows too well the weakneſs and 
| rnefficacy of the carnal weapon of human reafen 
| when A (at to the internal demonſtration of the 
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i | PREFACE. ＋ 
i Spirit, — but in order to let his more fober read. 
g ers ſee, of what parts and principles this fame. 

Methodiſm is compoſed, and on what weak and 

fri volous arguments it is ſupported; when it pre- 

tends, as it always does uy to ground itſelf 

on Scripture. | 

And although, 1 in delivering his own opinion 2 

AY Eo this matter, he was forced tO make way for ir _ 
by removing that of another ; yet he hopes this it e 
done with that reſpect and dęference, which is due 


10 4 character, fo much ſuperior to his own. 


The peculiar excellence of this opinion ſeems 
to him to confiſt in this : that, allowing the de- 
Fenders of Methodiſm all that they defire ; grant- 
ing them that by Faith is meant nothing more | 
than a bare Profeſſion of belief in Chriſt, abſtracted 
from the fruits of it which may or may not appear 
in the life and converſation ; allowing too, that by 
Works is to be underſtood the Works of Morality, 
4s well as the Ceremonies of the Jewiſh Law; it 
wet is able to unfold the general argument of the 
Epiſtle to the Romans on one uniform and per- 
fect plan, and to make the doftrine of St. Paul 
 confiſtent with 227 and * _ Paris if 
Ker. a 
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A notion, attended with fo many and great 


advantages, it is not to be wondered, if it has al- 
ways found the moſt illuſtrious Patrons to eſpouſe 
and defend it. Accordingly we find it has been 


maintained by ſome of the moſt Learned Divines, 


that have appeared in this or in the laſt Century. 


The excellent Dr. BARROW, as his manner is, has 
treated it at large, and enforced it by the moſt co- 


gent and convincing method of juſt reaſoning. 
From him, as the Author ſuppoſes, it was adopt- 


ed by the celebrated Archbiſhop TILLOTSON. 


Tt is advanced by that judicious commentator, 


WHITBY, in à large Preface to his Comment on 
the Epiſtle to the Galatians. Biſhop BLACK ALI. 


| bas a whole Sermon upon it, which he preached 


before the Univerſity of Cambridge, at the Com- 
mencement, in the year 1700. And it has been 
lately revived and improved in TAYLOR's Key 


to the Apoſtolic Writings, which he prefix s fo 


bis Paraphraſe on the Epiſtle to the Romans. 
Biſhop BULL, it muſt be confeſſed, in what he | 


Calli his Harmonia Apoſtolica, oppoſes this * 
nion; and treats the notion of two Fuſtifications, 
4 firſt and final, as falſe in tfelf, and foreign 
to the defign both of Sf. Paul and St. James. His 
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PREFACE. 
argument is this: that no one is entitled to the 
favour of even a firſt Juſtification, who hath. 
not performed the works of Repentance ; and 
therefore works are neceſſary as well to the firſt 
Tuſtification as the ſecond. The learned Writer 
was not aware that he was here contradicting the + 
whole tenor of St. Paul's writings, who conſtantly 
aſcribes the Fuſlification of a Heathen to mere 
Grace and Favour, only: * be ſeems too to have 
forgot, that, at the time when this firſt Tuſttficas 
tion was conferred, the Gentile-Chriſtians are de- 
ſcribed as dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, and con- 
ſequently in no capacity of claiming ſuch a bleſſing 
by any works of their own ; and he miſtakes the 
' promiſe for the performance of Repentance. f 


* Eph. ii. | 
+ The 8187 5 3 are : theſe Reformati hoe 07 Wy 
Falſo nituntur fundamento, quod primam juſtificatio- Ae a. 
nem fide ſola ſine operibus homini contingere arbi- F< 24h. 
trentur, quod nequaquam concedi debet. Nemo enim 
vel ad primam juſtificationis gratiam pervenire poteſt, b. AHA 2. 
qui penitentiæ opera non præſtiterit. But then be imme- 
44 adds, Haud tamen diffitebor, opera ea, quæ 
primam juſtificationem præcedunt, lounge minora ac 
auciora eſſe iis, que jam juſtificatum ſequuntur. A 
conceſſion, which in the author's opinion, more than half 
invalidates his argument. | 
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DISCOURSE I. 


um. 


ROMANS III. 28. 


Therefore we conclude, that a Man Ts 


Juſtiſied by Faith, without the Deeds 
of the Law. 


H E Writers of the New Teſtament 
having frequently aſſerted, that Men 


are Juſtiſed and Saved by Faith and by Grace, 
without the Works of the Law; whilſt, in other 
places, they no leſs frequently exhort us to 


add to our Faith Virtue, and by Works to make 


our Calling and Election SURE ; with many other 
Expreſſions of thelike import: Great Confuſion 
and Obſcurity have been from hence unjuſtly 
charged upon the Scriptures ; and innumer- 
able difficulties and prejudices have ariſen, no 


leſs diſhonourable to the cauſe of pure and 
genuine Chriſtianity, than deſtructive of the 


Peace, the Morality, and the Religion of Man- 


kind. It would be an endleſs, as well as an 
unprofitable taſk, to collect and repeat the 


various methods that .have been invented, in 
order to remove an inconſiſtency from the 
A2 ſacred 
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bel Writings, which at firſt ſight appears 
ſo ſtriking and ſo formidable; all of them e- 
qually profeſſing to be built on the ſure word 
of Inſpiration, all directly contrary to each 
other, and, as we may fairly preſume of the 


greateſt part of them at leaſt, utterly repug- 


nant as well to the true and real meaning of 


Scripture (fairly interpreted, ) as to the unerr- 


ing dictates of ſound Reaſon and Judgment. 
A celebrated Writer,“ juſtly eminent for 
his abilities in every branch of Science, Natu- 


ral, Moral, and Religious; and amidſt whoſe 


multifarious excellencies none ſhines out with 
a more diſtinguiſned luſtre, than his admirable 


Kill in interpreting the Scriptures; beholding, 


with a generous indignation and concern, the 


pernicious errors, in Practice as well as Spe- 
culation, which had been grafted on the wild 


and irregular notions of former Expoſitors, 
profeſſedly ſet himſelf to the examination of 


this difficulty. And it would have been ſtrange 
indeed, where almoſt every quality both of head 


and heart concurred to form and to perfect the 
Interpreter, if ſomething very extraordinary 
had not been produced from ſuch an enquiry, 
worthy of that ſuperior and exalted ſtation, 
which he was ſo univerſally allowed to fill f in 
the world of Letters. 


* Dr, Samuel Clarke, 
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His opinion, as it is delivered in his own 
words, is this: + That © St. Paul, in his E- 
« piſtle to the Romans, deſigning on one hand 
ce to magnify the Goſpel by ſetting forth its 
ec ſufficiency to Salvation, and on the other 
ce hand to demonſtrate the inſufficiency and 
* unneceſſarineſs of the ceremonial Obſerv- 


© ances of the Jewiſh Law; (which, we are 
told, © is indeed the principal, if not the on- 
ly ſcope and defign of the Apoſtle in this 
* Epiſtle;) does all along make uſe of ſuch 


« Terms to expreſs the Chriſtian and Jews/h 
ce Religion by, as may beſt ſerve to ſet forth 
ce the excellency of the one, and diminiſh the 
<« opinion which men had taken up of the 


« firſt and moſt fundamental duty of the Goſ- 
ce pel is, believing in God, and believing that 
* moſt perfect Revelation of his Will, which he 


© has made to mankind by Jeſus Chriſt; where- 
te as, on the contrary, the principal part of that 
Religion which the Judaizing Chriſtians ſo 


« earneſtly contended for, was an anxious 
© obſervance of the burdenſome rites of the 


+ See his Sermon on Gal. ii. 15, 16. entitled, On the End 


and Deſign of the Fewiſh Law. The ſame opinion is deliver- 


ed by this Author, and in the ſame words, in his Three 
Practical Eſſays on Baptiſm, Confirmation, and Repentance. See 
Chap. 4. of the Eſy on Confirmation. 


c the 


— 


* neceſſity of the other.” Thus, © becauſe the ; 


_ * Ceremonial Law; therefore the Apoſtle calls 


—ͤ—Ü—6—ͤ ̃.— — — — — — — — — —— - — 


16 


« the Chriſtian Religion Faith, and the Yewiſh 
< Religion the Law.” For the ſame Reaſon, 


< hecauſe the Chriſtian Religion teaches us to 
« expect ſalvation not from our own merits,” 
te but from the Grace of God, that is, accord- 


« ing to the terms of that new and gracious 
« Covenant, wherein fincere repentance will 
© be accepted inſtead of unſinning obedience; 


<« whereas, on the contrary, the Jews depended 
© upon their exact performance of the works of 
e the Law;” (meaning by Law here, as before, 


the ceremonies of the Jeuiſp Ritual;) © there- 
te fore the Apoſtle calls the Chriſtian Religion 


Grace, and the Jewiſh he ſtiles Works.” — 
Or, as this opinion may be more conciſely ex- 
preſſed in other words, the Terms Faith and 


Law, Grace and Works, as they are uſed by 
St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Romans, are to be 
taken for general names, or marks of diſtinc- 
tion, by which to characterize, in the moſt ſig- 
nificant manner, the different natures of the 
two Inſtitutions of Judaiſm and Chriſtianity. 

The obvious uſes, to which this interpretation 
is capable of being applyed, were probably a- 
mong the chief reaſons, that induced this able 


| Writer firſt of all to adopt“ it for his own. 


For 


* I fay, adept : for many Writers, before Dr. Clarke, have 
underſtood the terms Law and }//5rþs to refer to the Cere- 
monies of the Moſaic Inſtitution ; ; and others have in- 

terpreted 
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For what pretence can any one now have, up- 

on the authority of St. Paul inſiſting that we 
are Juſtiſied by Faith without Works, to defiy © 

that Moral Duties are neceſſary to ſalvation; 

when, according to this expoſition, the Apoſtle 

does not here ſpeak of tbe Faith of the Chriſtian 

Religion, in oppoſition to the works of the Chriſt 

jan Religion; but of the Faith of the Goſpel, in 
| oppoſition to the external works of the Jewiſh 
Lau? + Or how can any one allege, that 

Grace 1s ſufficient to enſure his acceptance 

 _ with God, without any concomitant moral 

qualifications of his own, and bring St. Paul 

for his Voucher, aſſerting, that by Grace we 

are ſaved, and, if by Grace, then ts it no more 
of Works; when the Apoſtle's meaning is, that 
in the Chriſtian Religion men are entitled 
do the gracious promiſes of the Goſpel, not 
on the foot of a perfect and exact com- 
pliance with the Ceremonies of the Few:/h 
Law, but of a ſincere, though imperfect, obe- 
dience to the duties of the Goſpel? Or, laſtly, 
with what face can the Infidel any longer ob- 
ject to us the contradiction that appears be- 
terpreted the words Faith and Grace, in the ſame, or 
nearly the ſame, manner with this learned Writer. But He 
ſeems to be the firſt, who undertook. to prove, that theſe 
Expreſſions, throughout the whole Epiſtles of St. Paul to 


| the Romans and Galatians, are always uſed. to denote the 
Religions of Maſes and Fefus, = | 


3 See Clarke's Sermon, 


„ 


tween 


E 9 
tween St. Paul and St. James, the former of I 
whom expreſſly concludes, that A man is juſti- 
fied by Faith without Works, the latter as ex- 
preſſly affirms, that By Works a Man is Fuſti- ; 
141 fed, and not by Faith only; when, ſuppoſing F 
this explication to be true, the meaning of 
the one is, that the Faith of the Chriſtian 
1 Religion is ſufficient to juſtify a man, with- 
8 out obſerving the ritual part of the 7euiſb Re- 
ligion; and the meaning of the other, that the 
mere profeſſion of Belief in Chriſt will by no 
means be ſufficient finally to ſave him, without 
| an uniform and regular obedience to the Com- 
mands of Chriſt? — But, notwithſtanding the 
[1188 ſuperior advantages which may ſeem to re- 
1 commend this opinion beyond that of former 
*\' "2 Interpreters; it is much to be feared, that, 
| | when we come to apply it to particular paſ- 
Ml | ſiages in this Epiſtle, it will be ſeen to reſt on 
0; no firm and ſolid foundation; on the con- 
| trary, we ſhall, if I miſtake not, find it to be 
= | ill-grounded, and inconcluſive ; and that the | 
[ very error, which this excellent Writer had } 
deen ſo ſedulous in cautioning his own Read- 5 
1:8 ers againſt, viz. that of © picking out ſingle ; 
« Texts of Scripture and interpreting them 
e without conſidering the coherence and con- 
& nex1on of the whole diſcourſe,” he has on. 
this occaſion fallen into himſelf. 
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St. 


James ii. 24. 


[91 


St. Paul, in the words of the Text, aſſerts 
as follows, Therefore We conclude, that a Mans : 
Fuſtified by Faith, without the deeds of the Lanw. 
His Meaning, we are told, þ is this: © It clear- 
« * ly appears, from what he had already ar- 

gued, that obedience to the Chriſtian Re- 
> ns elſewhere called the obedience of 


Faith, is } ſufficient to juſtify a man, without 


ex obſerving the Ceremonies of the Jewiſh ; 


* Law.” Before we can properly enquire, 


whether this be indeed the meaning of the 


Text, it is neceſſary, that we attend a little to 


the Apoſtle” s argument in this place. — His 
main point, in the firſt part of 4 Epiſtle, is 
to prove, that the Gentiles had an equal 
right to be admitted into the R of 
God under the Meſſiah with the: Fews.* But 


the Jew obſtinately oppoſed this: And ſome 


addreſs was neceſſary, to make him own the 


reaſonableneſs and equity of ſuch a proce- 
- dure. The Apoſtle ſets about it with infinite 


art and delicacy. He begins, (chapter the 


firſt,) with KI: aying the terrible ſtate of 


Religion and Morals among the Gentiles. 
This the Jer readily allowed; and, by allow- 
ing, became properly prepared for the appli- 
cation, the Apoſtle makes, 1 in the next chap- 


1 Clark#'s Sermon. 
See Mr. Locke's Synopſis to the Epiſtle to the Romans. 


B ter, 


1101 


ter, of this Example to himſelf. He could not 
but condemn the wretched condition of the 
Gentile; but he was not aware, that in thus 
Judging another, at the ſame time he was con- 
demning himſelf; for he that judged DID the 


ſame things: and therefore, if the Gentile was 


to be excluded from becoming a Member of 
the church of God, on account of his wicked 
Works, the Jew muſt alſo be deprived of his 


Privilege of continuing any longer in it, for 


the ſame Reaſon. Both therefore being equal- 
ty deficient in the article of Yorks, they were 


both obliged to have recourſe to Grace or 


Favour, in order to their being juſtified be- 
fore God: And ſince the ſame method of 
Juſtification was neceſſary to both, it follow- 
ed, that the Gentiles had as good a Right, if 
either of them could be ſaid to have any 
Right at all, to be made partakers of that 
high Privilege, as the Jes themſelves.— This 
3s, in ſhort, the ſum of the Apoſtle's argu- 
ment, as it hes in the three firſt chapters of 
his Epiſtle to the Romans. The only thing 
that can admit of diſpute is, What Yorks 


of the Law St. Paul means, when he ſays 


that by them no man ſhall be juſtified. Now 


this can only be learned by conſidering, what 


it is which the Apoſtle predicates concerning 
theſe works, In the Text, he aſſerts, that A 
| MAN 
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MAN may be juſtified by Faith WITHOUT 


THEM; and in the 20th verſe of this chapter, : 
that By THEM there ſhall NO FLESH be juſti- 


fied in the fight of God. Now, from the general 


expreſſions in both theſe places of MAN, and 


No FLESH, tis plain, that the argument 


muſt be conſtrued to extend to every part 
of mankind, . e. to the Gentile as well as to 
the Jew; for into thoſe two parts the Apoſtle 
all along ſuppoſes the world to be divided. 
Therefore the Works, which are here exclud- 
ed from having any ſhare in men's Juſtifica- 


tion, muſt be ſuch Works, as both Few and 


Gentile were defective in: But the Works, in 


which the Gentile was deficient, not only could 


not poſſibly be Ceremonial Works, (with which. 


he could have no concern before his being a 
_ Chriſtian, whatever was determined about the 
neceſſity of his conformity to them, after his 

becoming ſuch,) but moreover, are expreſsly 
| ſaid to be the Works of Righteouſneſs, or, 


as St. Paul phraſes it, the Works of the Law 


written in his heart T. Conſequently, the 


works in which the Few was defective, were 


alſor the works of the ſame Law; that is, 
they were the works of Morality, and not, as 


was aſſerted, the ritual obſervances of his 


own Religion. — Nor can it be pretended, 
that St. Paul here uſes the word Yorks in two 


* 


* differ- 


+ Rams i ii. 15. 


t 


different Senſes; as if by Works, when appli · 


ed to the Gentile, we were to underſtand the 
moral Duties of Natural Religion, and, when 


applied to the Few, the Rites of the Moſaic 
Law. For the Apoſtle has induſtriouſly pro- 
vided againft our falling into ſuch a miſtake, 


from the proof he brings, (in the ſecond and 
third chapters, ) that the Jew was equally culp- 


able in the affair of merit before God, as the 


Gentile, whom he affected fo much to deſpiſe. 


In the firſt chapter he had proved the miſer- 


able ſtate of Gentile Morals, from a long in- 
duction of particulars, too black and diſmal 
to be either defended or excuſed : He then 
proceeds to do the fame with reſpect to the 


Fews, not only from an oblique compariſon 


which he runs between them and the Gentiles 


mm the ſecond chapter, but alſo more directly 


in the third chapter, from an expreſs teſtimo- 


ny out of the book of Palms; which, being 
written to thoſe who were under the Law, muſt 


* The Paſſage, to which St. Paul here refers, occurs in 
P/alm xiv. And the particulars in which the whole body of 
the 7ews is there ſaid to be guilty, are theſe; They were 


ALL gone out of the way; there-was NONE that DID G00D, 


NO NOT ONE; with their tongues they had uſed DECET ; their 
mouth was full of CURSING and BITTERNESS; their feet were 
ſwift to SHED BLOOD; and, in a word, THERE WAS NO 


FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EX ES. Is it poſſible that 


St. Paul could ſo much as think of the Ceremonial Law, 
| when he charged the Jerus with offending in the articles here 
mentioned? 5 5 1 
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of neceſſity relate to the Jes, to whom that 


Law was given, and which here, in the clear 
eſt terms, pronounces ALL of them to be 
SINNERS: To the end, as St. Paul obſerves, 


' that the mouth of EVERY ONE, that would at- 


tempt to juſtify himſelf by virtue of his own 


| obedience, might be ſtopped, and ALL THE | 
"WORLD, Jew as well as Gentile, might become 
guilty before God. — On the whole therefore, 


we conclude from the wards of the Text, as 


explained and illuſtrated from the parallel 
paſlage in the 20th verſe, that the Forks and 
the Law there mentioned, have no particular 
reference to the Ceremonies of the Jui Re- 


# I will take leave to ſubjoin here two Authorities of Mr. 


Locke and Dr. Whitby, which will ſerve not 2 little to il 
luſtrats and confirm the Opinion I am endeavouring to 


eſtabliſh. The former of theſe, in his Note on Ram. iii. 20. 


has the following words. BEA e ropes, I fhauld render 
<< by Daads of Law; 1.4. by Actions of Conformity to a Law 
60 requiring the Performance of the NA Ou, ihe Right 


* Rule of Gad, (mentioned. i. 32.) with a Penalty annexed 


act Conformity of his Actions, to the immu Recti- 


„ tude of that eternal Rule of Right, will be faund unright- 
tc equs, and fo incur the Penalty of the Law. That this is 


| © the meaning of «gy 19s, is evident, becauſe the Apoſte's 


declaration here is concerning all men, awaca cagh. But 
3 * know the Heathen warld were not under the Law of 
c © | | „ 
„ Evident it is (faith the judicious I bitby, in his Pre- 
face: to the Epiſtle to the Galatians,) that the Autitheſis runs 


all along, not between Ceremonial and Moral Works, or 
„between Works done by the Law of Maſes or by the 
Tenor of the Law of Nature; but between Works in ge- 
„neral, and Faith; the Law of Horks, and the Lau of 


* F. aith,” : 
ligion: 
F 
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ligion : And that the Apoſtle's Doctrine is, 


_ that a Man may be Jutiſied before God, (what- 


ever be the meaning of that phraſe,) I do not 


ſay with ſome, without his fulfilling, but with- 
out his having fulfilled the moral duties of 
natural Reaſon and Religion.“ 


= 


0 


* The common opinion is, that St. Paul, at the time of 
writing his Epiſtles, eſpecially thoſe to the Romans and Ga- 
latians, had three different ſorts of Adverſaries to contend 
with; each of whom was furniſhed with objections, ſuited 


to the particular character he profeſſed to bear. Theſe were 


Gentiles, Jews, and Fudaizing Chriſtians, The firſt, being 
already no ſtrangers to the great principles of Natural Re- 
ligion, on which Chriſtianity was ſeen and was allowed to 
ſtand, denied the uſe and neceſlity of all Revelation in ge- 
neral, whether, Jeroiſb or Chriſtian. The Jews were as much 
bigotted to the Law of Moſes, as the Gentiles were to that 
of Nature; and inſiſted, that obedience to this Law was a- 
lone ſufficient to procure them favour with God. The A- 
poſtle, in anſwer, tells them, that although both had in- 
deed, from the lights of reaſon and religion, been taught 
well enough before, they had neither of them, in fact, been 

ble to practiſe accordingly, or to live up to the obedience, 

hich they ſaw and owned to be their duty: and therefore, 


E by the Law of Forts neither being qualified to look up to 


od for pardon and acceptance, ſome further Diſpenſation 
was neceſſary, which ſhould put men under a milder Co- 


venant of Grace; and not only enfure to them a full and 


free pardon for the ſins that were paſt, (Rom. iii. 25.) but 
alſo leave room for repentance in thoſe particulars, in which 


they ſhould happen to fail for the future. The third and 


laſt ſett of Adverſaries were, as we have ſaid, the Fudaizing 
pry + ah and their error conſiſted in this, - that the Law 
of Moſes was ftill obligatory, and that not only themſelves, 
but the Gentiles alſo, were of neceſſity to ſubmit to it. And 
againſt theſe the Apoſtle obſerves, that the Law of Moſes 


Was never once intended by God to bind the Gentiles ; nor 


even the Jews any —_ than the coming of Chriſt, who 
was the Antitype and the Subſtance of that Law, — From 


| this 
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Tf we attend to the Apoſtle's argument, as 
it is continued through the 4th chapter, we 
ſhall find, that our Author has not been more 
ſucceſsful in his expoſition of the Term Faith, 
than we have juſt ſeen him to be in that of 
Works and the Law. The Apoſtle having thus 
excluded all pretences of boaſting from the 


Fes, on account of their having formerly 


been honoured by the Almighty above other 
nations, in being entruſted - with the facred 
depoſit of the revelation of his Will by Moſes 
and the Prophets; proceeds to confirm ſtill = 
further the right the Gentiles had of partak- 


ing in the benefits of God's peculiar people 


equally with themſelves, from the example of 
Abraham. His way of putting the caſe is this : 
Abraham was the common father of the Je- 
1% nation, and from him they confeſſedly 
derived their title to all thoſe privileges, 
which, as a nation, they Diets By the ſame 


way therefore, in which Abxaham was juſtifi- 


this general view of the principles which were then held by 
the enemies of Chriſtianity, and the Apoſtle's manner of 
oppoſing them, we may not unfairly infer, that, although _ 


we allow St. Paul, when ſpeaking to the laſt of theſe three 


ny the Judaixing Chriſtians, to mean by Works and the 
aw, nothing more than the Ceremonies of the Jeroiſb 


Ritual, yet ſtill this ſenſe will take in but a third part of 


the deſign of his Epiſtles ; for, when addreſling himſelf to 


the other two, the Jews and Gentiles, he could mean no- 


thing elſe by Forks but thoſe moral works of Righteouſneſs, 
in fulfilling which both parties were deficient, before their 
embracing of Chriſtianity, , | be 

ed, 


[26] ? 
ed, by the ſame muſt his poſterity alſo be ju- 3 
ſtified before God. Now Abraham, at the 

time of his firſt being called out of his own - 
country unto @ land that God would ſhew him, + 
was, as St. Paul plainly hints in the fifth verſe, 
like the reſt of his Family, an 1do/ater ;* and, 

as ſuch, could not then be poſſeſſed of any 
qualities, which might entitle him to ſo ſingu- 
lar a favour, by way of debt or reward; but 
muſt, agreeably to what the old Scriptures alſo 
affirmed, have been juſtified by Faith; i. e. by 
his reliance on that promiſe which God had 
made to him, that his Seed ſhould poſleſs the 
land of Canaan, and that in bim ſhould All the 
Families of the Earth be bleſſed. Abraham there- : 
fore being firſt of all taken into Covenant with — 
God, not on account of Yorks, (in which re- 
ſpect he had nothing whereof to glory,) but 
through the mere Grace and Mercy of God, 
accepted on his part through Faith; through 
Faith muſt all the deſcendants of Abraham 


+ Gen. X11. 1. ; : | A 

* St. Paul's words are, To him that worketh not, but believ- £ 
ath on him that juſlifieth THE UNGODLY. — vo agen, him be- v 
img ungodly, < By theſe words (as Mr. Locke obſerves) St. Paul 
< plainly 3 out Abraham, who was aowGus, ungodly, i. e. 
& a Gentile, not a Worſhipper of the true God, when God 
F called him.” And, in his note on Rom. i. 18. he remarks, 
that © the words ac; and ao6us are appropriated, in other 
W of the Epiſtle, to ſignify the Ache, olytheiſm, and 

0 


platry of the Heathen World.” We may add, that ao«Cng | 
br ph - + Wake who did not pay due Reverence and 3 
: likewiſe 


. likewiſe partake of the ſame Covenant; and — 
amongſt theſe deſcendants, Gentiles and eus 
were alike included. — Or thus: The eus 
pretended an excluſive right to be the people 
of God, by virtue of their lineal deſcent from 
Abrabam : The Apoſtle tells them, that the 

Gentiles were as truly the ſons of that father 
of the faithful as themſelves. The Jews ob- 
jected to the Apoſtle's doctrine of Juſtification 
by Faith: St. Paul in anſwer ſhews them, it 
was Faith that juſtified Abraham, not only 
long before their Law was ever given, but - 

even before God had entered into a formal Co- 
venant to make the deſcendants of that Patri- 

arch his peculiar people, by inſtituting the 
itte of Circumciſion. — Now, as all this hap- 
pened before the national adoption of the 

Jeus took place, and in the very infancy of the 
divine Revelations to Abraham; the Faith here 
ſaid to be imputed to him for Righteouſneſs, could 
not well be a Faith in God's purpoſe to re- 

deem mankind by his Son, with which at this 

; time he appears not to have been at all ac- 

quainted : and therefore it ſhould ſeem, that 


. + Rom. iv. 22. See alſo verſes 18, 19, 20, 21. from whence 
it appears, that the Faith of Abraham, here fo highly ex- 
_ tolled, conſiſted in nothing more than this; namely, his not 
 Staggering at the promiſe of God, that he would make him a 

Father of many nations, although his own and his wife's ages, 

according to the natural courſe of things, made ſuch an 
event of all others the moſt unlikely to come to paſs. 


* 


1 18 


St. Paul, by Faith in this chapter, cannot con- 


ſiſtently be underſtood to mean the Chriſtian 


Religion as contra-diſtinguiſhed from the 


Jewiſh, 'but rather Faith in the general, or 
a truſt and confidence in the divine promiſes, 
under whatever diſpenſation they were given, 


or under whatever circumſtances revealed. 


There are two paſſages in the ſeventh chap- 
ter, which deſerve to be mentioned on this 
occaſion, becauſe, of all others, they ſeem 


moſt to favour the ſenſe contended for by our 
Author. In the ſixth verſe, St. Paul tells the 


Romans, that Now they were delivered from the 


Law, that being dead wherein they were beld; 
and, in the fourth verſe, that they were dead 


to the Law by the body of Chriſt. And fo far it 
muſt be allowed, that Law here moſt certain- 
ly ſtands for the Law of Mofes, as appears 
from the manner of St. Pauls introducing the 
ſubject in the firſt verſe, where he profeſſes to 


. ſpeak to them who knew the Law. But then to 
reſtrain the meaning of the word to the Cere- 
monial Law only, is at leaſt to entertain but a 


partial and imperfect conception of the Idea 
intended to be repreſented by it. — The A- 
* In the 7th verſe of this chapter, the Apoſtle aſſerts, 


that By the Law is the knowledge of Sin. Now this know- 
< ledge of Sin, as Mhitly obſerves, being chiefly. produced 


* by the Moral Law, ſhews the Apoſtle excludes as well that, 


* as the Ceremonial Law, from Juſtification.“ Pref. to Galt. 


poſtle's 


„ Chrift, inafmuch as neither the 
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poſtle's deſign, in this and the following chap- 


ter, is to ſhew the ſuperior excellence of the 


Chriſtian Religion to the Religions both of 
Nature and of Moſes ;. inaſmuch as neither of 


them could conquer and ſubdue the prevalen- 


cy of bad habits, or atone for the various 
guilt contracted by them.“ The Gentile was 
condemned by his own conſcience for not 


obeying the Law of Reaſon, written on his 


heart: And the Few could not expect ſalva- 


tion by virtue of his obedience to that Reveal- 
ed Religion, which made no allowance for 
human frailty, and condemned every one, who 


continued not in ALL things which were written 
4n the book of the Law to do them. + Both there- 


That this is a true account of the deſign of the Apoſtle 
in this place, ſhall be proved from an Authority greater than 


all exception. © In the latter part of the 7th chapter St. Paul 


<< deſcribes the State of an unregenerate Fav or Heathen ; 
<« for what he ſays equally belongs to both. This he does in 
< order to ſhew them the Neceſſity of Redemption through 

Ba of Moſes, nor of Na- 
<< ure, could free them from the power and dominion of Sin, 
© nor conſequently from Death, which ever follows cloſe at 


the Heels of Sin. That this was the Apoſtle's intent, ap- 


"a pears from the Lamentation he makes over the State of 
Nature, and the Remedy he immediately propoſes of Faith 
through Chriſt, ver. 24, 25. And then in the 8th cbap- 


<< ter, he ſets forth the Power of Redemption, ſhewing, in 
<« every part, how it ſupplies the Weakneſſes and Infirmi- 
ties both of the Law and of Nature. Compare vii. 23. with 


* yii. 2. and vii. 18. with viii. 9. So that the Apoſtle's main 
i Defign here is, I think, pretty evident.“ Bp. SHerloch's 
Sermons, Vol. I. pag. 239. | 

"© 2 fore 


8 20 
fore muſt of neceſſity lay hold on the merci- 
ful conditions of the Goſpel, which admira- 1 
bly ſupplied the deficiencies both of the Law 5 
of Moſes and of Nature: To the Gentile it a d. 
miniſtered the moſt powerful aſſiſtances a- 
gainſt the dominion of thoſe Luſts and Appe- 
tites, which had formerly led him captive at 
their will: and by it the Jew might be ſufti- 
fred from all things, from which he could not be 71 
juſtified by the Law of Moſes. + — From this 21 
ſtate of the Apoſtle's method of arguing, one 
would be apt to imagine, that in his Idea of 
Law, he comprehended the Religion of Na- 
ture as well as that of the Fews; and that even, 
when the word is particularly to be limited to 


the Jew:/h Religion, we are to underſtand it 

as taking in the <ohole of that Diſpenſation, in 

its ſeveral branches, Political, Ceremonial, and 

Moral. . N | 
Having thus ſeen the inconcluſiveneſs of 


this Writer's account of the meaning of the 
Words Faith, Works, and the Law; we may 
now proceed to conſider his interpretation of 
Grace: And, after what has been already ſaid, _ 
a ſingle inſtance, I ſuppoſe, will be ſufficient 
to ſhew, that this 1s equally groundleſs as the 
others. — In the 10th and 11th chapters, the 
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[ 21 1 | 5 
Apoſtle, after a long vindication of the Juſtice 


of Divine Providence in rejecting the unbe- 
lieving Jes from being any longer his pecu- 


liar people, and taking in the Gentiles in their 


ſtead ; proceeds to obſerve,* that, As in the 
time of that general defection of 1/rael to Ido- 
latry, which happened in the days of Elias, 
there were yet left ſeven thouſand men, who 
had never bowed the knee to Baal; Even ſo, 
at that preſent time alſo, there was à remnant, 
who had been willing to embrace the Goſpel, 
according to the election of GRACE: Now M it be 


by GRACE, (ſays the Apoſtle,) then is it no 


more of WORKS: i. e. if the Reaſon why this 
remnant of the Maelites was continued in the 
Kingdom of God, was becauſe they accepted 


the offers of the Goſpel, on the foot of mere 
Grace and Favour, through the mercy of God 


nat imputing Sin to them, then it could not 
be owing to their former obſervance of the 
Moſaic Religion: Otherwiſe, adds the Apoſtle, 


Grace would be no more Grace; i. e. if they were 
accepted on the foot of Obedience, ſuch accept- 


ance they would have had a ſtrict Right and 
Title to, and might have claimed as a Deb; 
and Grace would no longer be, what its name 
imports, a free and undeſerved favour. — On 


this 


| [ ee ] 


this paſſage we may obſerve, Firft, that as the 
Apoſtle's argument here relates only to the 
Jeus, and has no concern at all with the Gen- 
tiles; Works muſt here mean only the Works of 
the Jeuiſh Religion; though not barely cere- 
monial works, but ceremonial and moral. Se- 
condly, that by Grace 1s to be underſtood any 
favour, which is conferred not by way of 
Debt, but of Gift, at the free pleaſure and 
good-will of the Giver. The favour or Grace 
bere conferred was the being taken into the 
Church and Covenant of God under the Goſ- 
pel: And therefore, Thirdly, to ſay that Grace 
ſtands for the Goſpel, or for the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, ſeems to be ſomething like taking the 
Means for the End. * „ 
E In the ſame way muſt the parallel paſſage in the Epiſtle 
to the Ephe/ians (ii. 8, 9.) be interpreted; where St. Paul, 
writing to thoſe who had been Gentiles in the fleſh, dead in 
1 50 es and fins, and aliens from the comman-wealth of Iſrael, 
tells them, that 4 Grace they were ſaved, through Faith; and 
that not of themſelves ; it was the gift of God.: not of Worts, 
tft any man fhould boaſt. Only we may obſerve by the way, 
at, as the Apoſtle is expreſsly ſpeaking of thoſe who in 
Hime paſſed were Heathens, and not Fews, the Works here 
mentioned, muſt, (contrary to what was the caſe in the ex- 
ample above, ) be underſtood particularly to relate to the du- 
ties of Natural Religion, with which alone the Gentile could 
be concerned; although, in the general expreflion, 1 any 
MAN ſhould boaſt, we oe not improbably ſuppoſe him to 
have had his eye upon the vain and arrogant pretences of 
the Jew, notwithſtanding the argument was more immedi- 
_ ately directed to the ſtate of the unconverted Gentile. 


„CCC“ 
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To conchade: From the ſeveral paſſages in 
this Epiſtle that have been here produced and 
examined, 1t may now perhaps appear, That 
the Interpretation of the Learned Writer re- 
ferred to above, is not ſufficient for the pur- 
poſes which he intended it ſhould nw : 
That the terms Faith and Grace, Works and 
Law,. as oppoſed to each other by St. Paul, 
cannot, conſiſtently with the connexion of his 
* diſcourſe, be underſtood as always to ſtand for 
General Names, by which to expreſs the Jeuiſ 
and Chriſtian Religions: That the two laſt 
muſt frequently be taken to comprehend the 
Works of Natural Religion and of Morality, 
as well as the Ceremonial Obſervances of the 

| Jewiſh Law; and that the two former, though 
in ſome few places they may perhaps be con- 
fined and limited to expreſs the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, do yet uſually bear a larger and more 
general ſenſe; the one meaning any gift or 
favour that is gratuitouſly conferred, the other 

a firm and well-grounded truſt in the divine 
promiſes under any Diſpenſation, whether Pa- 
triarchal, Moſaic or Chriſtian : And there- _ 
fore, which is the main Inference I intend 
ſhould be drawn from the whole, That it is 
neceſſary to look out for, if haply we may 
find, ſome better way, to remove the diffi- 
culty 
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DISCOURSE I. 


ROMANS III. 28. 
Therefore we conclude, that a Man is 


Juſtiſied by Faith, wi n. the Deeds 
of the Law. 


HE profeſſed deſign of the Goſpel be- 
| ing to inſtruct mankind in the condi- 
tions, on compliance with which they might 
obtain admiſſion into the Kingdom or Church 
of God here, and ſecure to themſelves final 
acceptance and falvation hereafter ; nothing, 
one would imagine, ought to be more clearly 
laid down than theſe; and here, if ever, we 
might expect to find the viſion of the Pro- 
phet verified, that the Terms, on which our 
title to Life and Immortality depend, ſhould 


be deſcribed in ſuch plain and legible cha- 


racters, that he may run who readeth them. * 
Whence then, it may be aſked, have ariſen ſo 
many endleſs quarrels and diſputes concern- 


Haba. ii. 2. - 
D | ing 


” 


. ...... . 


— — ˖ — 1 UE" =ea 
ts EEE II ET OL TE ig eg II OY SOR IE OI = OR , 


— 
Dn Io 


img i 
2 do we od 


— — — 
n 
= * 


2 


— ES 
— 


— — 


. 
— oa—s — DE 
— — — i x; 


rr 
5 
— — 

— OB 2 


— —— nr RR I ESO 
Ire -w —— 
— Bl 19-5 rar en 


— . — — eng — — — — con — — eager A * 
: — — = — — — — mp CITI —— Trang ac 
— — — * —— 8 — —— — uy * — pi PINE — ——. — — 
—— —_ — — — —— — — en — — ye — OR ——— C - —ů—ů — > is 
. oe OBS. 25 3 2 2 rr _ "Iz . — IN FI SS SEISPT = — = Ln — LIC EC TRIS 
: -- — EB — 2: — — 2 — 5 IE — — > — 4 — — — —— — — — 
SIO ID — — — = - nm 8 — * 3 — — — * A — 
5 — — . — 8 e rs Dre —— — —— — 8 — - 


_ DD 2 nes th Wo: - —— — * 


2 — meg . ID 7 
— as —— Gator mt eros ene ee 


— —— 
—— — —— — 


— 
—— 


— rs 


— — 


— 


— 
DOLLY 
3 


— — — — 
— 
75 — a ee 


[ 26 ] 


ing them? Was God unable or unwilling to 
free his Law from doubts and difficulties, 
which are always eſteemed, and juſtly, to be 
but blots and blemiſnes in Human Inſtitutes, 
but which reflect ſtill greater diſnonour on 
thoſe that are Divine? The very end and de- 
ſign of Revelation was to inſtruct mankind in 
thoſe articles of Faith and Practice, which 
they either were not at all, or at leaſt were 
not ſo well, inſtructed in before. But how is 
this end anſwered, if the Revelation itſelf is 
ſo obſcure, as not to be underſtood by any but 
Scholars, and hardly to be underſtood by them? 
Why were not all the parts of the Goſpel, 
thoſe eſpecially which concern our own moſt 
important intereſts, delivered in a manner ſo 
plain and intelligible, as that it ſhould be im- 
poſſible for men to miſtake or to pervert their 
meaning? Or to what purpoſe has God given 
us his Word to be a lantern unto our feet, and a 
light unto our paths,* if it burns ſo dimly and 
unſteadily, as to be of no real ſervice in di- 
recting us in 1 the road to Happineſs and Im- 
mortality ? 

The examination of this Queſtion will not 
only be a means of freeing the Scriptures from 
the charge here brought againſt them, but alſo 
let us into a clear view of thoſe accidental 


Pſolm exix. 105. 
| cauſes, 
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cauſes, that have contributed to darken and 
obſcure one of the plaineſt articles of Reve- 
lation. 

Firſt then, with reſpect to the truth of this 
formidable objection, we flatly, and in ſo ma- 
ny words, deny, that there is any ſuch difficul- 
ty as is here pretended. This, as being mere- 
ly matter of Fact, will admit of no other 
proof, than that, of which a Fact is capable. 
To the Seriptures then let us go, and judge 
for ourſelves, whether the Terms of our Sal- 


vation are indeed deſeribed in that confuſion 


and perplexity which is here complained of. 
When John the Baptiſt appeared, as the 
Harbinger and Fore-runner of the Son of 
God, the warning voice he uttered to mankind 
was this, REPENT YE, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand. + Here we ſee, that Repent- 
ance is made the fir? neceſſary condition, on 
which men were to be admitted to the privi- 
leges of the Goſpel; and we may ſuppoſe, that 
it implied, not only that the minds of men 
| ſhould be purged from vitious exceſſes of eve- 
ry kind, but freed alſo from the dominion of 
any Paſſion or Prejudice, which might indiſpoſe 
them to attend to the truth, then ready to be 
revealed. To this, our Lord himſelf added a 
ſecond, oo that of Faith or Belief in ny 


+ Matth. iii. 2. 


| 


n 


[ 28 J 
as that Prophet who ſhould come into the 
world. This was a condition, which could not 

but be expected and demanded by the foun- 
der of a new Religion; who, having once 1 
eſtabliſned his claim to be a meſſenger ſent 
from God, by fulfilling Prophecies and work- ; 
ing Miracles, could not be ſuppoſed to offer 1 
the benefits, of which he aſſumed to himſelf 
the diſpoſal, to any but thoſe who owned his 
commiſſion, and profeſſed to believe in his 
I Name. This was expreſſed in the following 
4 words of our bleſſed Maſter, the firſt he ut- 
14 . tered, on his entering upon his public mini- 
5 try, to the 77% ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael: The © 
Nl time, ſays he, 7s fulfilled, and the Kingdom of 
WU God. is at hand; REPENT YE, AND BELIEVE 
bl. THE GOSPEL.* What the Baptiſt, and our 
Lord together, made the two conditions of 
obtaining a right to the benefits of this new 
Covenant of peace and pardon, we ſhall find, 
by conſulting their hiſtory as laid before us 
in the A#s, his Apoſtles alſo to have always 
Þ inſiſted on to their new Converts; REPENT, 
= AND BE BAPTIZED every one of you IN THE 
4 NAME OF JESUS CHRIST for the remiſſion 7 
* ns,+ was their conſtant language both to 
Jeros and Genttles. And St. Paul's own account 1 
of this matter may well enough be ſubſtituted — 
Mord i. 15. . 
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for that of all the Apoſtles, when, ſpeaking 


to the Jeus, he ſays, Be it known unto you, men 


and brethren, that through this Man 1s preached 


unto you the forgiveneſs of fins; and BY HIM 


ALL THAT BELIEVE ARE JUSTIFIED. from 


all things, from which ye could not be Juſtified 'y | 


the Law of Moſes.* 


From hence it appears, that, with * 


to all the particulars of Faith and Practice, 
that is, all ſuch particulars as relate to our- 
ſelves, the Goſpel is altogether free from the 
obſcurity objected to it. And would plain 


men be content to learn their duty from thoſe 


parts of Scripture which they do underſtand, 


and not puzzle and perplex themſelves about 
others which they do not, and which it is not 


expected of them that they ſhould underſtand; 

we ſhould ceaſe to hear ſo many complaints 
of the confuſion and inconſiſtency, in which 
the terms and conditions of our Salvation are 
ſaid to be involved. Theſe Terms we have 
juſt ſeen to be Fal TH and REPENTANCE; 
or, in other words, a profeſſion of Belief in 
Jeſus as the Męſiab foretold; and, in conſe- 
quence of ſuch profeſſion, Repentance from 


dead works to ſerve the living God. In aſcer- 
taining theſe terms, our Saviour and his A- 


poſtles invariably agree; in underſtanding 


* Acts xii. 38, 39. 
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them there is not the leaſt difficulty; nor can 
there be any diſpute concerning them, but 
ſuch as ariſes from other cauſes, beſides thoſe 
vrhich affect the Goſpel. „ 
But ſtill, it is not to be diſſembled, that 
this Subject has always been looked upon as 
attended with great obſcurity: and a little 
enquiry into the ſtate of an early controverſy 
that happened in the Church, about the neceſ- 
ſity of conforming to the Few:/h Law, will 
let us into the true cauſes, from whence this 
obſcurity aroſe. The Saviour of the world, 
although, in order 70 confirm the promiſes made 
unto the Fathers,* he was pleaſed to confine his 
own miniſtry to the houſe of Iſrael, com- 1 
miſſioned his Diſciples, to Go and Teach All Na. 
tions, and to publiſh the bleſſings of his King- . 
dom to Every Creature under heaven. T On this 
authority they went forth, preaching both to 
Fewand Gentile the glad tidings of ſalvation; (the 
Lord confirming the word with figns following; t) 
and declared to all, who repented and embrac- 
ed the Goſpel, that they were admitted into a 
ſtate of pardon and reconciliation with God. It 
was natural enough for the Few, who had al- 
ways been taught to look upon Himſelf as the 
only favourite of heaven, and had been ac- 
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See Rom. xv. 8. Matth. xv. 24. + Maith, xxviii, 19. 
Mark xvi. 15. Col. i. 23. Þt Mark xvi. 20. . 
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DE 


cuſtom- 1 


1 


cuſtomed to regard every nation beſides his 
own as altogether unworthy of the divine no- 
[ tice and protection, to be at firſt not a little 
11 diſguſted at ſeeing the Gentiles entitled to the 
| ſame privileges, through the mere profeſſion 2 
of Faith and Repentance, which himſelf had 
all along poſleſſed, and which he was perſuad- 
ed no one elſe could poſſeſs, upon any other 
tenure, than a painful obſervance of the Mo- 
ſaic Law. However, as it could not be denied, 
that God, in the diſtribution of thoſe miracu- 
lous powers, which were imparted to the firſt 
Chriſtians, had put no difference between the 
9 Jews and others, but had given indiſcriminate- 
ly, to every one who Believed, the like gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; the better part, we are told, 
held their peace, and glorified God, - ſaying, Then 
hath God alſo to the Gentiles granted repentance 
unto life.* But it is knowing little of human 
8 perverſity to imagine, that inveterate and 
deep-rooted prejudices are entirely to be re- 
moved at once. And thus it happened with 
great numbers of the Jews; who, notwith- 
ſtanding the good examples of ſome of their 
more ſober countrymen, ſtill continued firmly 
rivetted in their old opinion, that the Religion 
of Moſes, as derived immediately from the 
fountain of Truth and Perfection, was, and 


| * As xi. 17; 18. 5 5 | 
I _ | could 


* BREE 2 [ 32 ] 
could not but be, of eternal obligation : and 
though they allowed the poſſibility of a Gen- 
tile's becoming an ob) ect of divine mercy, by 
profeſſing himſelf a Few, and ſubmitting to 
the obſervances of their Law; yet they rigo- 
rouſly infiſted, that this was the only mean 
by which he could partake of ſuch a privilege ; 
and. that to pretend to point out any other, or 
to exchange this for a new and more perfect 
revelation of God's will, was nothing leſs than 
an impious attempt to deſtroy that Oecono- 
my, which the Lord had faſhioned, and not 
man. Some indeed, more moderate than the 
reſt, and convinced perhaps by thoſe wonder- 
ful atteſtations which were daily given to the 
truth of the Goſpel, were willing to ſecure to 
themſelves the advantages of both Diſpenſa- 
tions, by a ſpecious propoſal which they made 
of joining them together. But ſuch a compoſi- 
tion as this but ill ſuiting the great change, a 
vrhich Providence was at this time effecting in | 
the church, and being on that account abſo- = |: 
lutely rejected by the Apoſtles; no ſmall di/ſen- 
tion and diſputation, * we are informed, aroſe 
between the ſeveral parties: And in this ſtate 
of things, and on this occaſion it was, that 
St. Paul, who was particularly ſeparated to be 
the miniſter of Feſus Chriſt to the Gentiles, + firſt 


* As xv. 2. f Rom. i. 1. xv. 16. 
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[33] 
took up the thought of entering into this con- 
tr overſy himſelf ; in order to vindicate the li- 


_ berty of his Heathen converts, and to main- 


tain, (which is the one great aim purſued » 


throughout the whole Epiſtle to the Romans,) 


that they now had an equal title to all the 


benefits and advantages of God's peculiar 


people, through Faith in the Meffah, as the 
Jeus had formerly, by virtue of their obedi- 


ence to the Moſaic Law. Accordingly he did 
ſo; and with what ſucceſs, we the Gentile 


Church ſhall always declare with gratitude. 
Some of the chief arguments, which the A- 


poſtle makes uſe of in writing to the Romans, 
have been occaſionally confidered already. And 


it is not my intention, nor does it properly 
come within my deſign, to enter into a parti- 
cular examination of them here. It is ſuffi- 
cient to obſerve, that for want of attending 
carefully to tHe principal end, which St. Paul 
propofed to himſelf in this Epiſtle, all the con- 

fuſion and obſcurity before mentioned took its 
riſe. + Hence the complaints amongſt Inter- 
pre- 

+ It is plain, from the moſt curſory view of Bt. f 
Epiſtles, that the main end of them was, not ſo much to 
inftruct thoſe, to whom he writes, in the Doctrines and 
Duties of Chriſtianity ;—theſe he all along takes. for grant- 
ed they were well acquainted with before ; — as to furnith 
them with proper anſwers to the different objections, which 


the enemies of the _ under different pretences, had 
E | brought 
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EI 
preters concerning the great difficulty they are 
under, in aſcertaining the true ſcope and pur- 
poſe of the whole: hence their various and 
diſcordant methods of reconciling the conclu- 
ſion in the Text with any tolerable propriety 
to the aſſertion of St. James, and indeed to that 
of St. Paul himſelf in others of his Epiſtles, 
and even in the concluding parts of this: And ö 
hence, laſtly, the pernicious opinion of thoſe, 
who hold that Faith alone is ſufficient for ſal- 
vation; and that to endeavour to make it per- 
fect by Works, although according to the ex- 
preſs command of an Apoſtle, is a preſump- 
tuous degradation of the free grace and merits 
of Chriſt; it is, in their own way of ſpeaking, 
a relying upon ourſelves and our own per- 
formances as far as they will go, and depend- 
ing upon Chriſt only for the reſt; a making 
a partial Saviour of him, who will either be a 
a0 hole one, or none at all: with many other 
maxims of the like ſort, all equally oppoſite 
to the whole tenor of the Goſpel, and of which 
it is difficult to ſay, whether they contain leſs 
of common ſenſe, or of common honeſty.* 
| = oO, It 
brought againſt it. The ſame may be ſaid of the reſt of the 
Apoſtolical writings; namely, that they were all compoſed 
with particular views, and on particular occaſions ; either 


to guard the new Chriſtians againſt the wiles of the enemy 
from without, or to correct the abuſes that had crept among 


12 
* 
* 


* 


themſelves from 2within. = 
A noted teacher among the Mzthodifts, fpeaking of 

_ himſelf and his loſt eſtate, before God, in mercy to his poor 
= 4p ſoul, 
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1 b 
> Tt is the buſineſs of this diſcourſe to rid this 
ſubject of a difficulty, which has fo long af- 

forded matter of offence to the ſincere Chri- 
ſtian and ſcorn to the Unbeliever; and to try, 
if we can, to make the Apoſtle conſiſtent with 
himſelf, when, at ſome times, he aſſerts that 
they which Believe are indiſpenſably obliged to 
maintain good Works; + and at others, that a 
man may be juſtified by faith alone, without the 
deeds of the Law. | 


ſoul, was pleaſed to remove the Scales from his Eyes, by 
ſomething that /zemed indeed lite a voice from heaven, has the 
following paſſage ; which, as it contains ſomething curious, 
and may not unfairly be looked upon as a ſpecimen of their 
uſual way of preaching up Chriſt, (as they phraſe it,) I will 
venture to lay before the reader. To uſe a homely Simi- 
4 litude, I put the Juſtice of God into one Scale, and as 
* many good Works of my own as I could into the other, 
and when found, as I always did, my own good Works 
< not to be a Ballance to the Divine Juftice, I then threw 
<« in Chriſt as a Make-weight. And this every one really 
does who hopes for Salvation, partly by doing what he 
e can for himſelf, and then relying on Chriſt for the reſt. 
But, — Chriſt will either be a whole Saviour, or none at 
all. — Be you ever ſo ſober, ſerious, juſt and devout, you 
care ſtill under the Curſe of God, as I was, and know it 
4 not, provided you have any allowed Reliance on your 
« own Works, and think they are to do ſomething for you, 
< and Chriſt to do the reſt.” Fragment of the true Religion, 
pag. 9. But for a full confutation of the principles contain- 
ed in this precious fragment, I muſt beg leave to refer to a 
late Pamphlet, called The Principles and Practices of the Me 
thodiſts conſidered, in ſome Letters to the Leaders of that Sed? : 
where the folly and preſumption of theſe Spiritual Doctors 
are properly . in the happieſt mixture of Wit and 
Argument, and where the reader may be ſure of meeting 
with no leſs Inſtruction than Entertainment. | 


+ Titus iii. 8. 
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nal and well-grounded belief. But neither will 


| 


EE I 
But before we can proceed in our enquiry, 


it will be neceſſary to ſettle, with ſome degree 
of exactneſs, what is the determinate mean- 


ing of the words in the Text; which have 
been not a little perverted and obſcured by the 


fanciful expoſitions of certain ſyſtematical In- 


terpreters. 
By way of reconciling the doctrine of the 


Text tv that of other paſſages in St. Paul's. 
Epiſtles, two Expedients have been propoſ- 
ed by them, and both with the ſame ſuc- 


ceſs. One was, by ſuppoſing the Apoſtle to 


mean by Yorks nothing more than the Ceremo- 


nies of the Fewiſh Law; which, on examination, 


has been ſhewn to be without any ſufficient 
ſupport from Scripture. The other, (which 
is by far the better of the two,) was, by giving 
a new and more extenfive ſignification to the 


word Faith; and underſtanding by it, not on- 


ly a ſpeculative aſſent to the doctrines of the 


Goſpel, but alſo the whole of prafzical Chri- 


ſtianity, or all thoſe good diſpoſitions and af- 


fections, which naturally ſpring from a ratio- 


this Expedient, any more than the other, ſolve 


the objection which it is intended to remove. 
For int, the nature of the Apoſtle's argument 
in this place directly oppoſes ſuch an inter- 
pretation. He had been labouring to prove, 


that 


w 


7 
FT 


371 
that a man might be juſtified by faith, without 
having formerly fulfilled the moral works of 
the Law: but, ſuppoſing that under our idea 
of Goſpel-faith works of righteouſneſs are to 
be comprehended, the argument of St. Paul 
is reduced to a mere quibble; and means no 
more than this, that Juſtification may in- 
deed be obtained by faith alone, without 
works, becauſe in the very notion of faith, 
works are included. Secondly, from the nature 
of the thing it appears, that ſuch an expoſi- 
tion muſt be wholly groundleſs. For we read 
in Scripture, that many perſons, after only 
once hearing the Apoſtles, were converted 
and baptized on the ſame day.“ At their bap- 
tiſm indeed they engaged for the future to 
forſake ſin, which was all their preſent cir- | 
cumſtances put it in their power to do; but 
ſurely obedience, and the promiſe of obedi- 
ence are two things. Laſtly, the expreſs teſti- 


* See Ads ii. 41. where no leſs than three thouſand fouls 
are ſaid to have believed, on the preaching of St. Peter; 


17 and to have been baptized the ſame day. 
1 f © TheScripture is expreſs and frequent in this aſſertion, 
<« That Believers are r in which expreſſion 
4 ce either Faith muſt include Works, or Evangelical obedi- 
7 < ence, or it doth not; if it doth not, we muſt be juſtified by _ 
1 „ Faith alone. And that it doth not formally include Works 
2. « of Evangelical Righteouſneſs, appears from the plain diſ- 
| * tinction which the Scripture puts between them; when 
f « jt informs us, that Faith works by lobe; acts with our 
* zoorks, and is made perfect by them; when it calls upon us 
to pero forth our faith by our works; and when it ſpeaks 
& of the work of faith, and the obedience of faith.“ Whithy's 
Preface to the Epiſtle to the Galatians, 3 


mony 


[ 38 ] 
mony of Scripture is clearly againſt this no- 
tion. From the hiſtory of the Acts it appears, 
that the method of the Apoſtles in preaching 
the Goſpel to Unbelievers was this: They 
laid before them the darkneſs and ignorance 
of their Heathen ſtate ; and the exceeding great 
love of God, who now freely offered to them 
a deliverance from that ſtate: They declared 
to them the chief articles of the Chriſtian 
Doctrine, at the ſame time pointing out the 
proper arguments by which theſe were ca- 
poable of being proved: And whoever declar- 
ed his aſſent to theſe, and, in conſequence of . 
ſuch aſſent, promiſed to conduct his future life 
accordingly, him, without further ceremony, 
they baptized, and abſolved from the guilt of 
all paſt tranſgreſſions: in the language of St. 
Paul, he was juſtified; he was made a member 
of the church and kingdom of God here, and 
was put into a capacity of becoming, through 
his own endeavours and the merits of his Sa- 
viour, eternally happy in another world here- 
after. + And indeed, on any other ſuppoſi- 
tion, how is it, that many, who in Scripture 
are ſaid to believe and to have been baptized, 
| are 
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+ Thus we read that when Philip had preached Jeſus to 
the Eunuch, and was asked by him, what hindered him to be 
| baptized; the only thing required by the Apoſtle was this, If 
thou Believęſt (ſays he) with all thine heart, thou mayeſt. Upon 

| which 
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are yet deſcribed to be in the gall of bitterneſs, 
and in the bond of iniquity? + Of what but 
ſuch a dead and ineffectual Faith as this does 
St. Fames treat of, in the ſecond chapter of 
his Epiſtle? Or whence the exhortations to 
continue grounded and ſettled in the Faith, to 


| build up ourſelves in our moſt holy Faith, and 


the like; unleſs we admit the diſtinction 


between Faith conſidered as a Profeſſon, (in 


which ſenſe it is common to all, who, by 


virtue of ſuch profeſſion, are made mem- 


bers of Chriſt's ſpiritual body, the church,) 


and Faith conſidered as a Principle, (in which 
ſenſe it is peculiar to thoſe only, who in 


Scripture are ſaid to continue in Chriſt's 
word, and ſo to become his di ſciples in- 
dee?) | 

Both theſe methods therefore of explaining 
the Text, by affixing new ſenſes to the words 


Faith and Works, proving inſufficient ; let us 


try whether we cannot ſucceed better by at- 


tempting to inveſtigate what it is, which the 


Apoſtle means by Juſtification. And here, 
without the trouble of enquiring how the ori- 


ginal word is uſed in other places either of 


- 


which, the Eunuch declaring, that he Believed that Jeſus 
Chriſt was the Son of God, they went dawn both inis the water, 


and Philip baptized him. Als viii. 35—38. 


+ Compare A775 viii. 13. with viii. 23. 
I John vil 31. a 


the 
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the Old or New Teſtament, I preſume he 
main ſubject of this Epiſtle, as confeſſed by 
all, is ſufficient of itſelf to let us into the true 
and genuine meaning, which this Phraſe is in- 
tended to expreſs. Allowing then, that the 
principal deſign of St. Paul in writing to the 
Romans, was to prove, that the Gentiles had as 
good a right, through divine Grace and Mer- 
cy, to the benefits of God's Kingdom and 
People, as the eres; and that, according to 
the terms and conditions of the Goſpel- cove- 
nant, all mankind might be aſſured of that 
pardon for paſt tranſgreſſions, which they had 
never been able with certainty to procure from 
any preceding diſpenſation, whether of Na- 
ture or of Moſes: I ſhall now endeavour to 
ſhew, that the Fuſtification ſo often mentioned 
by St. Paul, and which in the Text is ſaid to 
 beby Faitb and without works, has not the leaſt 
reference or reſpect to that compleat and final 
juſtification, which we are told fincere Chriſti- 
ans will receive at the day of Judgment ; but 
is indeed nothing more than that free pardon 
and acquittal from all former offences, which 
was granted to every one at his baptiſm, when 
he was firſt inſtated in the privileges and ho- 
nours of Chriſtianity : and conſequently, that 
the propoſition of the Text, when rightly ex- 
| —_— amounts only to this ; That through 
faith 


Fe 


= 
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Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, every man may become 


entitled to the benefits and advantages of the 
Goſpel, although, before his converſion, he 
had never acted up to thoſe rules and precepts 
of morality,which his reaſon and conſcience had 


always owned and approved to be his duty.“ 


In order to this, let the following account, 


as collected from Scripture, be fairly conſi- 


dered. The Jeriſb Oeconomy having now 
run out its deſtined courſe, and the time, long 


purpoſed in the divine counſels, being fully 


come, in which he Gentiles ſhould be fellbav- 
heirs, and of the ſame body, and partakers of the 


| promiſe of God in Chriſt by the Goſpel ; + the A- 
poſtles and Miniſters of our Lord, according 


* It appears from an ample number of texts, collected 
with great care and judgment in Taylor's Key to the Apoſto- 
lick writings, that the terms Juſtiſy and Fuſtification are em- 

loyed in Scripture to expreſs any inſtance of Mercy and 
Dean whether temporal or ſpiritual, that is effect- 
ed, not by our own merits, but by the kindneſs and fa- 
vour of God: and accordingly are, with the utmoſt pro- 
priety, applied by St. Paul, to that great and ſignal inſtance 
of divine Love, by which we are delivered out of Hea- 
theniſh Darkneſs into Goſpel-light, and turned from the 
power of Satan unto God. Thus Rahab was juſtified, when 


I ſhe eſcaped the common carnage of Jericho: Noah 
was juſtiſed, when ſaved from the Deluge: David was 


c juſtified, when delivered from his Enemies: Phinehas, 


when he had the Honour of perpetual Prieſthood entail- 


* ed upon his family: and Abraham was ju/tified, when 
<« his Idolatry was pardoned, and he and his. Poſterity were 
taken into God's peculiar Covenant,” Chap. xvi, oi the 
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to the 1 they had received from him, 


began openly to proclaim to all the gracious 


offers of pardon and ſalvation, and 70 preach 
among the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of 


Chriſt.* At this time, not only ſacred but pro- 
phane hiſtory informs us, the Heathen world 
was altogether ſunk into the loweſt and moſt 
abandoned ſtate of vice and uncleanneſs: alie- 


nated (agreeably to the deſcription of our in- 
ſpired oracles) from the life of God through the ig- 


norance that was in them; and walking in laſcivi- 
ouſneſs, luſts, exceſs of wine, revellings, banquetings, 
and abominable Idolatries. A ſituation ſo miſer- 


able and forlorn as this could not poſſibly give 


them any claim upon God's Jus Ick, to con- 
fer upon them a privilege ſo invaluable as that 
of being tranſlated into the kingdom of bis dear 
Son; I and hence it is, that we find it always 


aſcribed in Scripture to his GRACE and MER- 


CY; who, for the great LOVE wherewith he 
loved us, even when we were dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins, quickened us together with Chriſt, and 


made us fit together in heavenly places in Chriſt 
Jeſus. And to this prior ſtate of unconverted 

Heathens, it ſhould ſeem, all thoſe expreſſions 
in the ſacred writings, in which we are ſaid to 
be ſaved by Grace, and not of ourſelves, or by 


our own works, ought ultimately and ſolely to 


* Fph. ui. 8. 1 Eph. iv. 18. 1 Pet. iv. 3: to. 
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be referred. Being thus admitted into the 


Chriſtian ſtate, Gentiles are henceforth ſaid to 


be born and begotten again; * to be purged from 


their old fins, and to be reconciled unto God; . 


to be no more ſtrangers and foreigners, but fel- 


oꝛo-citigens with the ſaints, and of the houſhold 


of God; to be waſhed, renewed, d and ſancti- 


fied ; ** and, in a word, JUSTIFIED BY 


FAITH, and af peace with God through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. ++ Theſe were doubtleſs great and 


ineſtimable advantages; and were ſo far from 


vacating their obligations to a life of holineſs, 


that, on the contrary, they laid them under 
a ſtill more forcible and cloſer tye, to obſerve 
the ſtricteſt purity of moral practice for the 


future. The time paſt of their lives was to ſuffice 


them to have wrought the will of the Gentiles; . 
but now they were 10 longer to live to them- 


ſelves, but to him who died for them: they 


had indeed been ſaved by Grace, FF but it be- 
came them to take care, that they received not 
the Grace of God in vain: * they had been call- 
ed with an holy calling; and now it depended 
upon their own d:/igence ta make that calling 
and election SURE : © they had been Juſtiſied by 
Faith, without the works of the Law; and now 


I Par. i. 3, 23. 12 Pet. i. 9. 2 Cr. v. 20. 
| Eph. ii. 19. 'S ur. i. 2. F 


I Pet. iv. 3. 2 Cor. v. 15. & Ebb. ii. 8. 2 Cor. vi. 1. 


b 2 Tim. i. 9. 2 Pet. i. 10. Rom. iii. 28. 
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they were to add to their Faith Virtue,* and 


by works to make faith perfect: they had 
eſcaped the pollutions of the world, through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Fefus Chrift ; 

and if, after this, they were again entangled 
therein and overcome, the latter end would be 
Worſe with them than the beginning; and it had 
been better for them not to have known the way uf 
righteouſneſs, than after they had known it, to 
turn from the boly commandment deli vered unta 


fbem. 


That the account here given conveys to us 
the true and Scriptural notion of Juſtiſying 
Faith, ſhall be confirmed by and by from ſe- 
veral paſſages in Holy Scripture; and may ap- 


pear at preſent from the following conſidera- 


tions: that Juſtification is often joined by St. 
Paul with Baptiſin, as coincident with it, and 
an effect of it:“ that it is frequently uſed as 
an equivalent expreſſion for remiſion of ſins: 
that its virtue is expreſsly ſaid to conſiſt in 
procuring forgiveneſs of the tranſgreſſions that 
are paſt, but is never once affirmed to ex- 
tend to thoſe which ſhall be committed by 
profeſſed Chriſtians : and laſtly, that the be- 
nefits of 1t are affirmed to belong to every 
a2 Pet. i. 5. d nes ii. 22. © 2 Pai. ii. 20, 21. 4 Titus 


Il. 5, 7. 1 Cor. vi. 11. and Rom. vi. 3—12. © Rom. iii. 25, 26. 
v. 9, 10, 16, 18. f Rom. iii. 25. Heb. ix. 15. 2 Pet. i. 9. 


one 
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one who is admitted into the fellowſhip of the 
_ Goſpel,* even to thoſe who, unleſs they re- 
pent, will finally be excluded from God's fa- 
vour and preſence in another world : All are 
elect, choſen of God, and precious; all the. ſeed of 
Abraham, and heirs according to the promiſe ; all 
juſtified by Faith, without the deeds of the Law. 

There is ſomething ſo exactly ſimilar and 
ſtriking in the Phraſes made uſe of in the old 
Teſtament, to deſcribe the external ſtate and 
privileges of the Jewiſh church; that I will 
juſt, by way of concluſion, contraſt them 
with each other, and leave what I have more 
to offer on this ſubject, to another diſcourſe. 
Thus, as the Jews are ſaid to have been firſt 
of all ſelected by God to be a peculiar people 
unto himſelf above all the nations upon earth, 
NOT FOR THEIR OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
or the uprightneſs of their hearts, but BECAUSE | 
| THE LORD LOVED THEM, and becauſe he 
would keep the oath, which he had fworn unto 
| their Fathers : || fo we Chriſtians alſo are now 
received into the Communion of Saints, and, 
like the Jews of old, are become a a Genera- 
tion, a royal Prieſthood, a peculiar people, F NOT 
BY WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH 


* Philipp. i. 5. + 1 Pet. i. 2. 1 Pet. ii. 4. Gal. iii. 29. 
Rom. iii. 28. t Deut. xiv. 2. Deut. ix. 5. vii. 8. 
SI Pet. ii. . . | PD 
; | | WE 
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WE HAVE DONE, but according t0 the MERCY 
AND LOVE OF GoD, which he hath ſhed on us 
abundantly through Jeſus Chrift our Saviour.* As 
all theſe honours and advantages were con- 
ferred upon the Jews, not that they might 
grow ſecure and careleſs of their duty, but 
that, in gratitude for ſuch abundant good- 
neſs, they might love the Lord their God, and 
heep his ſtatutes and his commandments akway : F 
ſo Chriſtians are ſanctiſied, and redeemed with 
the precious blood of Chriſt, | not that they may 
continue in fin that grace may abound, but, that 
having ſuch exceeding great and precious pro- 
miſes given them, they might by them be partakers 
of the Divine Nature, and eſcape the corruption 
that is in the world through luſt.] And laſtly, 
as the Jews, in caſe of their diſobedience, were 
told, they ſhould forfeit all their privileges 
and relations to God, and ſhould be deprived 
of the honour of being any longer his Church 
and People: ſo wicked Chriſtians are fore- 
warned to expect indignation and wrath, tribu- 
lation and anguiſh; and are threatened with be- 
ing for ever excluded from their ſpiritual and 
heavenly Canaan, as the Jews were for their 
ſins expelled from their temporal and earthly 
one. 8 The whole parallel is ſo very exact, 


Titus iii. 5. 6f + Deut. xi. 1. Þ Jude i. 1 Pet. i. 19. 
Kom. vi. 1. 2 Pet, i. 4. & Rom. ii. 8, 9. Heb. iv. 1, 11. 


and 


47 


and the Analogy of God's dealings, with reſpect 

to his ancient and preſent church, is ſo much 

of a piece, as plainly to point out the neceſſi- 
ty of purſuing the ſame method in explain- 

ing both, and to evince the uſefulneſs and 
excellence of this interpretation, 


DIS. 


Sr IRE 


ROMANS III. 28. 

Therefore we conclude, that a Man is 
Fuſtified by Faith, without the Deeds 
of the Law. 


Proceed now to confirm this Interpretation 
I of the Text, as already given, from the 
following paſſages of holy Scripture. 

St. Paul, in the five firſt chapters of this 
Epiſtle, is expreſsly contending for that Juſti- 
fication, which is by Faitb, and not by Works 
or the Deeds of the Law: by which expreſſions, 
as we have ſeen, are meant not only Ceremo- 


nial Works, but all ſuch works, whether Ce- 
remonial or Moral, as might be ſuppoſed to 


entitle a man to the benefits of Juſtification 
by his own merits, and not by Faith alone. 
And yet, he afterwards ſpeaks & concerning 


a ſtate, wherein it is incumbent upon men to 


fulfil the works of Righteouſneſs; not to lef 
_ ® See chapters vi, vii, viii, 


G fin 


1 _ 


n reign in their mortal bodies, that they ſhould 
obey it in the luſis thereof, but to yield their mem 
bers ſervants to righteouſneſs, unto holineſs. * 
Now as things ſo contrary to each other can- 
not conſiſtently be affirmed of one and the 
ſame perſon, in one and the ſame condition; 
it i plain they can only be reconciled, by ſup- 
poſing that in the five firſt chapters St. Paul is 
ſpeaking of the ſtate of Gentile-Chriſtians Be- 
fore their converſion ; and, in the ſixth and 
two following chapters, of the ſtate of ſuch 
Chriſtians oftes their converſion. In the one, 
all had ſinned, + and therefore could have no 
right to the privileges of the Goſpel-Covenant 
by way of debt or reward, but muſt be juſti- 
fied, if at all, freely by the grace of God, through 
the redemption that is in Feſus Chriſt : In the 
other, they had been buried with Chriſt by Bap- 
tiſm into Death, that henceforth they might reck- 
on Themſelves to be dead indeed unto Sin, but 
alive unto God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. || 
The former ſtate related to the forbearance 
of God, in remitting them the fins that were 
paſt, & or thoſe, which they had committed, 
before they had embraced Chriſtianity ; - the 
latter has reference to the duties of their 


* Rom. vi. 12, 19. Rom, ili. 2 1 Rom. ili. 24. 
Kom. vi. 4, rr. S Rom, iii. 25. od f 


Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian or converted ſtate, to which they 
had been called through the grace of the Goſ- 
pel, that they might preſent their bodies a living 
ſacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God, which was 
their reaſonable Service. * 
In the fourth chapter, St. Paul, applying 
the example of Abraham to the caſe of the un- 
believing Gentiles, aſſerts, that he was Juſtiſied 
by Faith alone, and that By Works he had no- 
thing whereof to glory before God; and confirms 
this aſſertion by producing an authority from 
the book of Geneſis, in which that Patriarch is 
ſaid to have Believed God, and that ſuch Be- 
lief was counted to kim for Righteouſneſs. + St. 
James alſo, makes uſe of the ſame example to 
,  ſhew, that @ man is juſtified by works, and not 
by faith only; F and, what is very remarkable, 
cites the ſame paſſage from Genefis, to prove 
that Works wrought together with the Faith of 
Abraham, and ſo perfected or completed his 
Juſtification, which St. Paul had cited to prove 
it was Faith alone, without works, that juſti- 
fied him. Now the uſual way of clearing up 
this difficulty has been by taking the word 
works, as uſed by theſe Apoſtles, in two dif- 
ferent ſenſes; as if by works in St. Paul we 
vere to underſtand the Ceremonies of the Re- 
ligion of Moſes, and in St. James the moral 
* Rom, xii. 1. +Gen. xv.6. t James ii. 
62 | duties 
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duties of the Religion of Jeſus. But beſides 
what has been already offered to prove, that 
St. Paul under his Idea of Works comprehend- 
ed the acts of Morality as well as a compli- 
ance with Judaica] Ceremonies; one plain 
and unanſwerable argument to ſhew, that, 

© when ſpeaking of Abrabam, he could not poſ- 
fibly mean by Works the Rites of the Jew!/b 
Law, is this; that at the time St. Paul is here 
alluding to, the Law was not yet in being, 
and therefore ſuch Rites could not yet be in- 
ſtituted : for ſo we are expreſsly told, that 
faith was reckoned to Abraham for Righteouſneſs, 
not when he was in circumciſion but in uncircum- 
cifion.* A much better and more ſatisfaftory | 
method of ſettling this matter will be, by pro- 
ceeding as in the former inſtance, and ſup- 
poſing St. Paul to ſpeak of that Juſtification 
which Abraham received, immediately upon his 
afſenting to the divine promiſes, and St. James 
of his continuance in a flate of Fuſlification af- 
terwards, This not only removes all appear- 
ance of inconſiſtency between the two Apoltles, 
but alſo makes the reaſoning of both agreeable 
to the ſeparate arguments they are treating of. 
Abraham, according to St. Paul, was, before 
| he was called, an Idolater; ; and therefore 
| could not be juſtified by Works, but by Faith : 


* Ram. iv. 10. 


Faith 
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Faith then being ſufficient to juſtify before 
the Law was given, it will alſo be ſufficient 
after the Law 1s aboliſhed ; — the point he 
had to prove. Again, Abraham, according to 
St. James, on his obeying by faith the call of 
God, did not ſuffer this his faith to continue 
dead and inactive, but made it perfect by works: 
And therefore, by parity of reaſoning, no 
Chriſtian alſo will fna/ly be ſaved through the 

bare act of believing, unleſs he afterwards im- 
proves ſuch belief into a principle of virtuous 

ractice. * 1 
St. Paul, in the third chapter of his Epiſtle 
to Titus, has the following very memorable 
N expreſſions. After that the KINDNEsS and 
Love of God our Saviour appeared, NOT BY 
Wokks OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH WE 
HAVE DONE, but Scat Sao his MERCY be 
p- ſaved us; — that being JUSTIFIED BY GRACE, 
1 | We ſhould be made HEIRS according to the hope 


* This neceſſary diſtinction is well expreſſed by Arch- 
biſhop Tillotſon, in his third Sermon on Tit. ui. 8, © St, Paul 
<« affirms, that a finner is at firſt juſtified, and received 
© into the favour of God, by a fincere profeſſion of the 
<« Chriſtian faith, without any works of righteouſneſs pre- 
<« ceding. St. James affirms, that no man continues in a juſti- 
* fied fiate, and in favour with God, whoſe faith doth not 
< bring forth good works; and that it is not a true and live- 
<« ly faith, which doth not approve and ſhew itſelf to be ſo, 
„by the works of obedience and a good life. — And the 
c conſideration of this will fully reconcile the ſeeming dif- 
e ference between St. Paul and St. James, in this matter of 
* juſtification,” 2D | 


11 | . 
/ eternal life. This is a faithful ſaying; and A 
theſe things I will that thou affirm conſtantly, that | 
they which have BELIEVED in God, might be 
careful to maintain GOOD WORKS: Theſe things 
are GOOD AND PROFITABLE UNToO MEN. 
On this paſſage we may obſerve rt, that 
the Chriſtians here mentioned are ſaid to be 
ſaved and juſtified through the kindneſs, the love, 
the mercy, and the grace of God ; and not by 
Works of Righteouſneſs which they had done. 
| Secondly, notwithſtanding this their Salvation 
and Juſtification, it was yet incumbent on 
them who Believed to be careful to maintain 
Good Works, otherwiſe ſuch ſalvation would 
profit them nothing. In St. Paul's opinion 
therefore a man might be juſtified and ſaved 
without his own works; and yet be obliged 
as the Apoſtle adds, verſe 14. to maintain good 
works for neceſſary uſes, that he might not be un- 
fruitful. How then muſt things ſo oppoſite 
be reconciled to each other? Plainly thus: 
The Works ſpoken of in the former part of 
the ſentence refer to the Gentile and Unconvert- 
ed ſtate of theſe Believers, when, (as it is ex- 
preſſed in the verſes preceding,) they were d:/- 
obedient, fooliſb, fervi ng divers luſts and plea- 
ſures; and thoſe in the latter to the duties 
they were to fulfil after their becoming Chri- 
ſtians; ſuch as being * to principalite 
obey = 
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obeying magiſtrates, ſpeaking evil of no man, and 


the like. And conſequently, the Juſtification 


and Salvation here mentioned have nothing 
at all to do with a man's final ſtate of happs 
neſcs in another world, but only denote the pri- 
vilege theſe Chriſtians had of being admitted, 
through the kindneſs and love of God our Sa- 

viour, into the * of W s Kingdom 
in this. 

It is needleſs to purſue this Subject any fur- 
ther. Any one who conſults. the remaining 
Epiſtles of St. Paul or the two Epiſtles of St. 
Peter, will find exactly the ſame ſentiments, 
and the ſame train of reaſoning continued 
through them all. And here it is worth ob- 
ſerving, that by far the greateſt part of theſe 
Epiſtles were written to perſons who in times 
paſt had been Gentiles, * dead in fins, and to- 
tally addicted to Idolatry. Out of this wretch- 
ed condition all are ſaid to be delivered by the 
mercy and grace of God through faith, not of 

themſelves, le 7 any man Should boaſt. + Hence- 
forth they are exhorted to improve the pre- 
ſent privileges they enjoyed to the ſecuring 
for themſelves an exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory in the day of Chriſt t A and thoſe, who 
abuſe them to the purpoſes of Vice and Im- 


morality, are threatened with a ſeverer and 


Epb. ii. 11. +£ph. ii. 8, 9. f 2Cor. iv. 17. Philipp. ii. 16. 
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heavier puniſnment in the day of wrath, and 
revelation of the righteous Judgement of God. 
The Epiſtles to the Hebrews, and of St. James 
and St. John, are directed to thoſe who had 
formerly been Jews, but had afterwards em- 
braced al Religion of Jeſus Chriſt: And in 
theſe likewiſe men are perpetually reminded 
of the exceeding great value of the promiſes 
they had received; of the danger they would 
incur by neglefing ſo great ſalvation ; I and 
of the indiſpenſable obligation they were un- 
der to hold faſt the profeſſion of their Faith 
- without wavering, T and to keep the Begin- 
ning of their Confidence fledfaſt unto the End. || 
After ſo large and full a confirmation of the 
method here adopted to explain the meaning 
of the Text; it will not be matter of ſurprize 
to find this Interpretation capable of being 
Mill further eſtabliſhed, by ſhewing its exact 
conformity to the eleventh and twelfth Ar- 
ticles of our church : which, although, when 
taken ſeparately, the former of them. ſeems 
to contradict the latter, yet, when illuſtrated 
by and contraſted with each other, appear to 
be conſiſtent with themſelves and with Scrip- 
ture. The XIth Article, which is entitled, Of 
the Tuftification of Man, is as follows: We are 
* accounted righteous before God, only for the 


Rum. U. 5. + Heb, il, 4 + Heb. X.23. | Heb. iii. 14. 
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« merits of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; 
by Faith, and not for our own works or 
4 deſervings. Wherefore that we are juſtified 
« by Faith only, is a moſt wholſome Doctrine, 
and very full of comfort.” + It is obvious, 
that if this article can be ſhewn to relate to 
the prior and unconverted ſtate of Gentile 
Chriſtians, who were by nature the children of 
wrath, | and by no acts of righteouſneſs of 
their own enabled to claim an intereſt in 
the bleſſings of the Goſpel; it will exactly a- 
gree to the ſenſe of St. Paul in the Text: — 
That it does ſo, will, I think, become ſufficient- 
ly evident by comparing it with the follow- 
ing Article, Of Good Works: .* Albeit that 
* Good Works, which are the fruits of faith, 
© AND FOLLOW AFTER JUSTIFICATION, 
cannot put away our Sins and endure the 
< ſeverity of God's judgment; yet are they 

« pleaſing and acceptable to God in Chriſt; 
* and do ſpring out neceſſarily of a true and 
lively Faith; inſomuch that by them a live- 
«* ly Faith may be as evidently known, as a 
« Tree diſcerned by the fruit.“ Here we ſee, 


+ It is added, as more largely 15 expreſſed in the Homily on 
Fuſtification. And here I muſt again refer to the learned 
author of the Principles and Practices of the Methodiſts, &c. 

before mentioned. See page 66 — 75, where may be had a 

clear and conciſe account of the original end and deſign 
of theſe Homilies, 
+ Eph. ii. 2. 
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that although in the eleventh article, it is 
aſſerted that we are juſtified by Faith alone, 
e and not for our own works or deſervings, 
yet in this, Good Works, WHICH FOLLOW 
<« AFTER JUSTIFICATION,” are ſaid to be 
ce pleaſing and acceptable to God,” and ought 
to be eſteemed as certain a ſign of a lively 
and effectual Faith, as the fruit 1s of a lively 
and flouriſhing Tree. The diſtinction, that is 
obſerved in the two Articles, between works 
done before and thoſe done after Juſtifica- 
tion, 1s ſo very ſtriking; as plainly to ſhew, 
that the former of them is relative only to 
thoſe works which precede our reception. 
into the Covenant of God through Chriſt, 
(and is indeed: the ſenſe of St. Paul;) and 
the latter to thoſe which are, or ought ta 
be, ſubſequent to our being made Chriſtians 
and, which this article, (in conformity with. 
St. James,) aſſerts to © ſpring out neceſſarily 
* of a true and lively faith; 1. e. ſuch a Faith, 
as has its effects and operations in the Heart, 
and grows up into an uniform and ſteady Prin- 
ciple of love and obedience. * I know there 
are other ways of interpreting theſe articles; 

* In the ſame ſenſe are the words of St. Auguſtine to be 
underſtood, as they are quoted by Biſhop Bull, in his Har- 
monia Apoſtolica, Diſſert. poſterior, cap. iii. Bona opera ſe- 
d quuntur juſtiſicatum, non precedunt juftificandum.” Although 


that author, to favour his own hypotheſis, endeavours ta 
wreſt them from their plain and obvious meaning. | 


/ | . 
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but this, which I have offered, ſeems beſt to 
preſerve the conſiſtency and connection be- 
tween them both, and to keep clear of the 
difficulties that adhere ſo cloſe to other me- 
thods of explaining them. * 

To conclude this Subject with a few reflec- 
tions from the whole; we may, in the Firft 
place, obſerve, that all that inconſiſtency and 
confuſion, which have been ſo frequently ſaid 
to embarraſs this Epiſtle of St. Paul, are, by 


* And now we ſhall know what to think of the follow- 
ing moſt extraordinary charge brought againſt the whole 
body of the Proteſtant clergy; the falſhood of which, I 
truſt, can only be equalled by the extreme inſolence and 
uncharitableneſs of it. Since that time, I mean in the laſt 
Century, (writes this Holy Man,) our clergy have been 
gradually departing more and more from our Doctrines, 
Articles and — 3 ſo that at length there was /carce 
« Clergyman to be found, but who preached contrary to 
<< the Articles he ſubſcribed. And almaſt all the Sermons;” — 
i. e. all except thoſe that have been preached and publiſhed 
by the eled?, ſuch as Mr. J/hitefield and Mr. Weſiey, whom, 
we are told, God raiſed up about twenty years ago, in 
© mercy to our poor diſtreſſed Church,” and we may add, 
though laſt not leaſt, ſuch as Mr. B——e himſelf, the pi- 
ous author of the extract here given, — “ almoſt all the Ser- 
« mons, that have been oubliſhed in the laſt Century, both 
« by Biſhops and Curates, are full of that Soul-deſtroying 
« Doctrine, that we are to be juſtified partly by our own 
works, and partly by Chriſt's merits.” — And again, 
Though our Articles and Homilies continue ſound and 
“ evangelical, yet our clergy have departed once more from 
& both, and are advancing to Rome again with haſty ſtrides; 
« preaching in ſpite of Articles and Subſcription, that moſt 
< pernicious, papiſtical, and damnable Doctrine of Juſtifica- 
<« tion by Faith and Works. Which Doctrine, I am ve- 
& rily aſſured, none can hold, and be in a ſtate of Salvation.” 
Fragment of the True Religion, pag. 20, 21, 22, 
| H 2 the 


„ 
the expoſition of the Text here given, clearly 
and effectually removed. From what has been 
ſaid it appears, the doctrine, which the A- 
poſtle advances, is briefly this: That before a 
Heathen's ſirſt or conditional Juſtification, by 
which he was admitted into the Kingdom of 
Chriſt here on earth, works of righteouſ- 
neſs were nor neceſſary; but that, after ſuch 
admiſſion, and to ſecure what may be called 
his ſecond and final Juſtification, works of 
righteouſneſs were neceſſary. On the foot of 
this interpretation, all the obſcurity before 
complained of vaniſhes at once ; the Apoſtle's 
method of reaſoning appears to be uniform 
and conſiſtent with itſelf, and the doctrine 
of the Text to be in perfect harmony with 
that of our Saviour and the reſt of the A- 
poſtles. This jr ft Juſtification was, we have 
ſeen, peculiar to thoſe who were converted 
from a ſtate of Paganiſm to Chriſtianity; and 
was conferred upon them, when they were 
received into the communion of the church, 
by Baptiſm; by which they are ſaid to be 
made Heirs according to the Hope of eternal life ;* 

and in order to which nothing more was re- 
quiſite, than a profeſſion of Repentance and 
Faith in Chriſt. The /econd Juſtification, by 
which ſincere Chriſtians become entitled to 
the actual Poſſeſſion of their heavenly Inheri- 


* Titus iii. 7. 
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tance, is reſerved till the general conſumma- 
tion of all things; and is to be obtained by 
nothing leſs than @ patient continuance in 
well doing, 4 and a conſtant and unſhaken 


enduring to the end. It is of the firſt Juſtifi- 


cation that St. Paul muſt always be under- 
ſtood to ſpeak, when he affirms it is to be 
had by Grace, and not by Works: Our final 


Y Juſtification, although, in one ſenſe of the 


words, it may indeed, like the other, be ſaid 
to be by Grace, (inaſmuch as, by the terms of 
the Chriſtian covenant, a faultleſs and unſin- 
ning obedience 1s no longer required, and 
our poor and defective ſervices will now be 
_ graciouſly accepted through the merits of 
our Redeemer,) 1s yet ſo far dependent upon 
our own works, as to demand our utmoſt and 
moſt unwearied endeavours to advance the 
neareſt poſſible to that moſt perfect pattern of 
moral purity, which the Goſpel propoſes to 
us in the life and example of our blefſed Sa- 
viour. 
Secondly, We may, from the general argu- 


ment of this Epiſtle of St. Paul, collect what 


it is which ſpecifically diſtinguiſhes the Fewr/b 
from the Chr:/zan Religion, and in what the 
ſuperior excellence of the latter of theſe prin- 
cipally conſiſts. By the original Covenant in- 
to which God entered with Abrabam, it was 


+ Rom. i. 7. + Aatth. xxiv. 1 3 
| pro- 
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' promiſed to him in the moſt comprehenſive 
terms, that in his ſeed ſhould all the families of 
the earth be bleſſed. * But, as the full extent of 
this promiſe was not to take place till ſeveral 
hundreds of years after it was given, and the in- 
fection of Idolatry and Polytheiſm began then 

to ſpread far and wide; it pleaſed the Almigh- 
ty, in order to prevent the Knowledge of him- 
ſelf from being totally loſt and corrupted, to 
add to the patriarchal Religion, which then 
prevailed, the Ceremonial Law of the Jes, as 
a temporary expedient to preſerve the impor- 
tant doctrine of the Unity of the Divine Na- 
ture, till ſuch time as the ſeed ſhould come to 
whom the promiſe was made. + During this in- 
terval, all the manifeſtations of himſelf, which 
God condeſcended to make to the ſons of 
men, were confined to the Jew:/h people on- 
ly; the reſt of mankind are deſcribed in Scrip- 
ture as ſitting in darkneſs and the region of the 
ſhadow of death; I aliens from the common- 
wealth of Iſrael, ſtrangers from the covenant 
of promiſe, having no hope, and without God in 
the world.] In this ſtate they continued, 
till in the fullneſs of time God ſent forth his 
Son. 9 And now it was that we, who ſome- 
times were FAR OFF, are ſaid to be made NIGH 
by the blood of Chrift.** The Jewiſh Oeconomy, 


Gen. xii. 3. Gal. iii. 8, 16. + Gal. iii. 19. 1 Matt. iv. 16. 
pb. ii. 12. § Cal. iv. 4. ** Eph, ii. 13. 


which, 
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which, as St. Paul expreſſes it, ſerved the of- 
fice of a Schoolmaſter to bring us unto Chriſt, | 
was diſſolved, or rather, to ſpeak more pro- 
perly, it was extended and enlarged: the true 
origmal Religion of*the Patnarchs was again 
reſtored, and, by preaching the glad ridings of 
ſalvation to men of all nations and languages, 
the divine promiſes to Abraham were in their 
trueſt and moſt literal ſenſe fulfilled. In this 
manner this remarkable change is deſcribed 
by St. Paul; as appears from the following 
words of his Epiſtle to the Galatians: \ Cbriſt, 
faith he, hath redeemed us from the carfe of the 


Taro, being made à curſe for us; — THAT THE 


BLESSING OF ABRAHAM MIGHT COME ON 
THE GENTILES, THROUGH JESUSCARIST, 
that we might receive the promiſe of the Spirit 


THROUGH FAITH. From henceforth, the 


Kingdom of God has aſſumed a new form : 
all mankind without exception are freely ad- 
mitted into it: Mrael is now become the com- 
mon name of the Chriſtian, as before it had 
been of the Jew:/h Church *: by ONE Spirit 
ave are all baptized into ONE BODY, whether wwe 
be JEWS or GENTILES : + There is now One 
Lord, One Faith, One Baptiſm, One God and Fu- 
ther of US ALL. For be is our peace, who hath 


Io if. 24. Fb. i. 13, 4. * Gal, vi. 16. +1.Cor, xi 13. 
we made 
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made BOTH (Jews and Gentiles) ONE; and 


' hath broken down the middle wall of partition be- 


taveen us, having aboliſhed in his fleſh the enmi- 

fy, (even the Law of commandments contained in 

ordinances,) for to make in himſelf, OF TWAIN, 
ONE NEW MAN, /o making peace. * — Deeply 

ſenſible of the ineſtimable worth of ſuch ex- 
ceeding great and precious promiſes, on this ac- 
count it was, that St. Paul ſo ſtrenuouſly ſet 
himſelf to vindicate the right of his Gentile 
converts, and to eſtabliſn the title they had 
of being called into the Fellowſhip of the Goſpel. . 
On this account it was, that he counted all 
things, all his Jewiſh advantages in which the 
reſt of his countrymen ſo highly gloried, but 
boſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chri/t 
Jeſus his Lord.\| And on this account he con- 
ſtantly in every prayer of his gave thanks to 
God himſelf, (and by his example has taught 


us to do the ſame) for making known to him 


the exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindneſs 


towards mankind, through Chriſt Feſus; in whom 


we have redemption through his blood, even the 


forgiveneſs of fins; and are delivered from the 


bondage of corruption into the gloris ous Ji —_— of 


the children of God. 


* Eph. iv. 5, 6. W. 14, 15. +2 Pet. i. 4. f Philipp. i. 5. 
| Philipp. iii. 8. 8 See Philipp. i. 4, 5. Eßpb. i. 16 — 20. 


ii. 7. i. 7. Rom. viii. 21. 
Laſtly, 
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Loftly, we may obſerve, to the honour of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and to the comfort of its 
fincere profeſſors, how admirably it has adapt- 
ed the conditions, on which it propoſes to us 
Life and Immortality, to the preſent weakneſs 
and infirmity of human nature. In a leſs cor- 
rupt and depraved ſtate of humanity, an ex- 
act and perfect conformity to the divine Law 
might with reaſon have been expected from 
us; by which we ſhould have had a claim up- 
on God's Juſtice to give us the reward, to 
which we had become entitled by a ſcrupulous 
and unſinning obedience: And ſuch a ſtate 
as. this is, in Scripture-Phraſe, called 7u/t:fica- 
tion by Works, and by the Deeds of the Law. 
But the Law being in itſelf ſo extenſive and 
ſo pure, and Mankind fo frail and liable to 
offend, as never to be able conſtantly to act up 
to the ſtrictneſs of the letter of it; it pleaſed 
God, in mercy to a finful world, to publiſh 
a new Revelation of his will by Jeſus Chriſt, 
through whom we are promiſed forgiveneſs of 
all former tranſgreſſions, and put into a ca- 

pacity of obtaining eternal happineſs, on the 
condition of a fincere, though imperfect re- 
pentance and amendment for the future. This 
the Scripture calls Juſtification by Faith and 
by Grace, without Works : and it is all along 
oppoſed to that Juſtification, which is 4y 
1 1 


flew, as 12 "ib with i it, and! dne 
of them in the nature of the thing incompa- 
tible with the other. By this method, or by 


the other, muſt every man be finally juſtified . 


before his Maker. No bird expedient can be 
thought on; and to our own choice it is left, 
whether we will reſt our expectation: of hap- 
pineſs from God, upon his Juſtice or upan his 
Mercy. To conclude then : If, 105 jecting all 
confidence on your own merits, you are wil- 
ling to confeſs yourſelf a Sinner, and on that 
plea to recline all your hopes upon the Mercy 
of God; behold that Mercy held out to you 
through the merits of Chriſt Jeſus, and rea- 
dy to be diſpenſed to all, who, on the mild 
and eaſy terms of his Goſpel, qualify them 
ſelves to partake of it. If, on the other hand, 

you proudly truſt to your own obedience, and 
think that alone ſufficient to entitle you to 
Favour ; even here you may be certain, the 
Judge of the world will do righteoufly, and, 
ſince you refuſed toche ſaved by his Mercy, his 
Juſtice will moſt impartially acquit or con- 
demn you according to-your deſervings. | 
— 40058 | 
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